The human species has a longing to understand and an urge to exploit. While understanding often leads to creative utilization of the natural environment and resources, recent history points more and more to destructive consequences in the use of our knowledge and research. The Antarctic is both a model of cooperation in international
Siberia and of different aspects of Russian explorations. And third, as the official archivist of Imperial Russia from 1763 to 1783, Muller collected additional evidence that, together with his earlier material, is now known as "Muller's portfolios." Over the years a number of scholars have tapped this rich reservoir, but it would appear that none has yet been allowed complete and unrestricted access to it.
The present work consists of two fairly even parts. The book is oriented toward the interested non-specialist. Emphasis is placed on expedition highlights and the context in which each was undertaken, rather than on detailed expedition summaries. Furthermore, although citations are common, the individual sources from which they are taken are not given. On the one hand, this results in lucid, entertaining accounts of the various expeditions and personalities. On the other hand, it makes the book of limited value to arctic historians or others already familiar with arctic exploration.
Discovery of the North
In place of a comprehensive reference list is a ''bibliographic essay" of selected readings, which presents a useful guide to further literature on arctic exploration and offers suggestions for both primary and secondary "summary" sources. One major omission, however, is Richard J. Cyriax's Sir John Franklin's Lust Expedition: a Chapter in the History ofthe Royal Navy (1939) Certainly a major failing of the book, however, is in the lack of maps indicating the routes of the various expeditions. Each chapter has only a single map on which are indicated several locations mentioned in the text, but many more important locations are omitted. Returning again to the Ross expedition of 1829-33 for example, none of the four wintering localities (Felix, Sheriff and Victoria harbours, Fury Beach) is indicated, nor are other locations that figured prominently in the expedition, such as Cape Adelaide (where James Ross located the north magnetic pole) or Port Leopold (from which the expedition members finally made their escape).
Overall, the book's appeal will be to those without previous knowledge of the history of arctic exploration, who will find it an enjoyable introduction if they are not concerned with the geography or routes associated with the various expeditions.
